[Ventricular fibrillation and asystole precursors in myocardial infarct].
Ventricular fibrillation and asystole are a frequent cause of death in myocardial infarction. The data of continuous monitoring the heart in 134 patients with acute myocardial infarction and ventricular fibrillation and asystole. The immediate precursors of ventricular fibrillation were predominantly ventricular extrasystoles. A frequent precursor of ventricular fibrillation consists in paroxysmal ventricular tachycardia. In some patients the ventricular fibrillation was preceded by the block of the bundle of His, non-paroxysmal ventricular tathycardia, escaping contractions and some other arrhythmias. A factor providing for the development of ventricular fibrillation consists in the Q-T interval lengthening on ECG. Ventricular asystole is usually preceeded by atrioventricular block, Stage II-III, and the block of the bundle of His, as well as by ventricular tachycardia and extrasystole, in some cases--by sinus bradycardia and sinoauricular block (weakness of the sinus node). The examination of the rhythm and conductivity disorders preceeding the ventricular fibrillation is of great importance in view of the possibilities of prevention of "arrhythmic death".